
MAGGIE CALLOWAY

Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ 
Association CEO Peter Simpson says, “$7 
billion will be spent by B.C. homeowners 
on renovations and home improvement 
in 2009 and it is more important than 

ever that they deal with a RenoMark-
approved contractor.”

With the new HST tax coming into 
eff ect mid-2110 the worry is it will drive 
the underground economy deeper.

It will be very tempting for some 
homeowners to make cash deals to avoid 

paying the tax. It could be a very expen-
sive decision in the long run if they use a 
non-accredited contractor.

If there are problems with the job, 
there is no way of making things right if 

Renovating done right
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Canadian Renovators Council chairman John 
Friswell, in a recently renovated home on the 

North Shore. He and other industry leaders are 
concerned  about homeowners using unqualifi ed 

renovation contractors, which could fuel an under-
ground economy.         Rob Newell photo
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GATES - RAILINGS - METAL FURNITURE - BED FRAMES - FIREPLACE SCREENS - BIKE FRAMES - PLANTERS - BOAT & UTILITY TRAILERS - TOOLS - CAR & TRUCK WHEELS

RESTORE
THE OLD

RAILING SPECIAL
BLAST & COAT

$10/LINEAR FT
CALL 778-285-3205

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Sure Blast Ltd.

Unit #124-1585 Broadway St.

Port Coquitlam

Tel: 778-285-3205  Fax: 778-285-2260

Omega Metal Finishing

19483 Fraser Way

Pitt Meadows

Tel: 604-459-2868  Fax: 604-459-2860

WORKING TOGETHER       TO SAVE YOU MONEY
OMEGA METAL FINISHING

COMPLETING THE JOB WITH THE FINEST IN:
POWDER COATING - LASER ETCHING - ANODIZING - SCREEN PRINTING

WWW.OMEGAMETALFINISHING.COM

SURE BLAST SURFACE PREPERATION SPECIALISTS

       SANDBLASTING
DO-IT-YOURSELF - RESIDENTIAL - INDUSTRIAL - AUTO

               WWW.SUREBLAST.CA
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MAGGIE CALLOWAY

If you shudder at the thought of 
dark interiors, animal heads on walls 
and dusty furniture, you’re not think-
ing about rustic chic.

The emphasis is on the word ‘chic’ 
and less the dreary varnished log 
walls of yesteryear.

The look is a combination of 
country and ‘shabby chic’ with a bit 
of sophistication thrown in for good 
measure.

Think sheets on clotheslines, an 
outdoor shower while standing in an 
old tin bathtub, wicker baskets and 

Rustic 
can be 
stylish
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This Coal Harbour home used to have a 
tiny, closed-in kitchen. Read all about the 

transformation to an open, trendy and 
extremely usable space. ›› p.3
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Th e decision to move from a home in the 
suburbs to a condo in Coal Harbour, for a 
young family with two toddlers, was not taken 
lightly.

Finding the right neighbourhood with 
amenities for the family, especially the chil-
dren, was very important.

For the father of the family, who works in 
the neighbourhood, being able to walk to 

work and living close 
enough to enjoy coming 
home for lunch, was also 
imperative.

Th e search was not 
easy because very few 
condos have the square 
footage needed for the 
quality of life this family 
demanded.

With two high-energy, 
young children, space 
was at the top of the list.

Th e solution came in 
a 10-year-old building, 
converted from commer-
cial to residential.

Th e previous owners of the condo had 
combined two side-by-side condos to create 
2,050 square feet of living space.

Th e neighbourhood was right, the square 
footage of the condo was perfect, but in order 
to make the space work for this family, reno-
vations were necessary.

Th e family called in Todd Senft  of Revi-
sion Custom Home Renovations Inc., whose 

reputation for high-quality work and 
attention to every detail was a perfect 
fi t.

“Th is was a very challenging project 
but immensely satisfying” says Senft .

“Th e family was committed to building a 
comfortable family home that was simple, el-
egant and worked day-to-day. Th ey wanted to 

invest in quality which would serve 
them for the long-term.”

Th e major change was to the 
kitchen/dining area, which went from 

a small, galley-style kitchen to a stun-
ning, 600-sq.-ft . kitchen/dining space.

Everything was gutted and the heating 
system, which consisted of what seemed like 

dozens of electric baseboard heaters around 
the perimeter, was removed to be replaced by 
under-fl oor heating.

A glass-enclosed balcony, off  the original 
kitchen, was opened to become part of the 
new space.

The renovated kitchen (above) makes a 

striking diff erence, especially compared to 

the ‘before’ photo (below). Anna Beaudry photo M
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A Coal Harbour family makes 
their home stunning and usable

Out with the old, in with the new

BEFORE

“The 

family was 

committed 

to building a 

comfortable 

family 

home that 

was simple, 

elegant and 

worked day-

to-day.” 
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AFTER
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Senft  introduced the family to Pacifi c Rim 
Cabinets’ Richard Kaufmann, to start the 
process of designing the entire kitchen.

“Both the husband and wife had a very 
clear and confi dent vision of their new living 
space. When they visited our showroom they 
had done their planning and homework as 
to which colour and style they preferred,” 
Kaufmann says.

Alice Lu, a kitchen designer at Pacifi c Rim 
Cabinets, worked with the family to design a 
layout that worked perfectly within the space.

Chocolate brown stain on eastern maple in 
the shaker style was chosen for the cabinets. A 
shaker door-style allows the kitchen to have a 
linear look of a fl at panel.

Four cabinets above the stovetop have two-
layered scratch-resistant lami glass, which 
compliments the tile back splash. 

Th e kitchen island is beautifully de-
signed to utilize every possible inch.

On the side facing the stove top 
is a double sink and a built-in, two-
drawer freezer with alarm buzzer to 
warn when the doors are ajar (a must 
with two young children) and more 
storage.

Facing into the kitchen on the far side of 
the island is a perfect spot for aft er-school 
snacks and homework.

One of the problems facing a contractor 

New design 
gives family 
space, light

The renovated kitchen and dining area gives a Coal Harbour family plenty of storage and space to move around and prepare food. An island 

features the perfect spot for breakfast, a snack or homework, with two chairs facing into the kitchen.                 Martin Knowles photo
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www.nufl oorscoquitlam.com

1100 Lansdowne Street, Coquitlam     •    604-942-4109    •    Open 7 days a week

It’s the Sale worth Waiting for 
Hardwood & Laminates
    Save UP TO 50%
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Flooring 
is eligible for the 

Home 
Renovation 
Tax Credit

[HRTC]
*See Store for 

details.



with such an open space is where to put the 
mechanics.

Senft  solved the problem and created a 
design feature at the same time.

“We thought the space needed a strong ver-
tical element to balance the mostly horizontal 
style of the room, so we created a fl oor-to-
ceiling column at the end of the kitchen 
island which holds all the necessary support 
mechanics,” Senft  says.

“Th e same thought went into the curved 
dropped ceiling above the kitchen end of the 
room. Th e ceiling defi nes the working side of 
the room without interfering with the outside 
view or getting in the way of the natural fl ow.”

Because of the size of this new space, the 
choice of fl ooring was a critical part of the 
design.

With minimal furnishings the fl oor domi-
nates. A chocolate brown tile specially ordered 
from Spain – a perfect match for the stain on 
the kitchen cupboards – was the hands-down 
choice.

Th e tiles mimic hardwood so convincingly, 
I had to get down on my hands and knees to 
touch the tile.

Th e fl ooring, which fl ows into the hallway 
and living room, ties the daily living part of 
the condo together.

Th e dining side of the space is very minimal 
with a long, rectangular table and simple, 
elegant chairs.

Tiles give the 
feel of real 
hardwood
CONTINUED FROM P.11
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Simple, yet elegant design gives the stove area a unique 

look, while a column adds a vertical element.  Martin Knowles photo
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Is your home in need of some updating? 
Get inspired and informed with helpful 
advice, money-saving solutions and the 
coolest new products at the Vancouver 
Home + Interior Design Show. It’s four 
days only so get your tickets today!

OCT 15  – 18, 2009 
BC PLACE STADIUM
THURS 4 PM – 9 PM FRI NOON  –  9 PM

SAT 10 AM – 9 PM SUN 10 AM – 6 PM

BUY TICKETS ONLINE 
AND SAVE.

ENTER PROMO CODE: 
RENO 

SAVE $4

COURTESY OF

It’s time to 
update 
your look. VANCOUVERHOMESHOW.COM

SPONSORS

Buy or sell?  Today’s real estate 
market is like a complex game of 
extremely high stakes Monopoly. 
Learn to navigate like a pro at 
RBC Home Buyers & Sellers Day, 
Friday, October 16th.

Revamp your home this fall with 
some economic strategies from the 
pros. Visit the GVHBA Renovation 
Gallery and walk away with plenty of 
tips on how to get the best bang for 
your renovation buck.

SPECIAL APPEARANCE 
Don’t miss Ty Pennington’s fi rst and 
only Canadian appearance Opening 
Night, Thursday! Plus, it’s Girls Night 
Out so free goodie bags for the fi rst 
250 ladies. Visit our website for full 
details.

Ty Pennington, host of 
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
as seen on HGTV 

A mirrored closet on this end wall 
refl ects both the outside view and the 
kitchen, further expanding to the space.

Entertaining extended family and 
friends is an important part of life for this 
family and the consensus from everyone 
is this new space is fantastic for hosting 
company.

Because everyone always ends up in the 
kitchen when they all get together, much 
like the rest of us, the design couldn’t 
work any better.

Little was done to the rest of the home. 
Because the joining together of two con-
dos provides an extra bathroom, one was 
made into a laundry room which, with 
two small children, was critical. 

In the living room a new partially 
dropped ceiling over the seating area, 
a strong vertical column to match the 
kitchen, and a long wall of cabinets to 
hold precious blown-up photos of the 
family and to hide all the entertainment 
units, works extremely well.

Th e furnishing here, as in the rest of the 
home (except for the children’s rooms), 
continues the understated tones of brown 
and cream.

Art is kept to a minimum throughout 
the space as the view from every win-
dow dominates and it would be hard to 
compete. 

Th is is a very close family who express-
es their philosophy on family life by the 
graphic on the dining room wall: “Hav-
ing somewhere to go is home. Having 
someone to love is family. Having both is 
a blessing.”

CONTINUED FROM P.12

Amazing views 
dominate new 
living space

A two-drawer freezer has an alarm buzzer built in, to warn when doors are ajar. 

While preparing food, the chef can enjoy the amazing views.      Martin Knowles photos
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